Amended & Enacted 1/22/08

Amended 1/22/08


Introduced by the Council President at the Request of the Mayor and amended on the Floor of the Council:
ORDINANCE 2008-29-E
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $3,000,000 FROM THE EMERGENCY RESERVE TO FUND OVERTIME PAY FOR OFFICERS DEPLOYED BY THE JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE IN OPERATION SAFE STREETS, AS INITIATED BY B.T. 08-070; PROVIDING FOR THE REIMBUREMENT OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED FROM THE EMERGENCY RESERVE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, through December 31, 2007, in the City of Jacksonville (the “City”), the total number of murders was 11.8% higher than in 2006 and the total number of violent crimes was 12.74% higher than in 2006; and

WHEREAS, the use of overtime officers as part of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Operation Safe Streets initiative significantly reduced the City’s murder rate during the second half of 2006; and

WHEREAS, overtime funds should again be used as a short-term increase to the City’s police presence while longer-term staffing and funding solutions are developed at the local, state and federal levels; and

WHEREAS, the City established an emergency reserve policy and fund beginning in fiscal year 2005-2006; and

WHEREAS, according to Section 106.107 of the City’s Ordinance Code, “the Emergency Reserve shall not be used except as initiated by the Mayor through written communication to City Council, and subsequent approval by two-thirds vote of all City Council members”; and

WHEREAS, the Emergency Reserve should be restricted to one-time expenditures and should not be used to fund ongoing obligations of the government; and

WHEREAS, the murder and violent crime rates in the City continue to cause significant public safety concerns across the City, and the temporary expenditure of Emergency Reserve funds to help reduce the loss of life in our community is justified; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, the Office of the Mayor and the City Council are encouraged to develop such a long-term plan for incorporation into the fiscal year 2008-2009 budget; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appropriation.  For the 2007-2008 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):

(B.T. 08-070, attached hereto as Exhibit 1.)


(a)
Appropriated from:



See B.T. 08-070



$3,000,000

(b) Appropriated to:

See B.T. 08-070



$3,000,000


Section 2.

Purpose.
The purpose of the appropriation in Section 1 is to fund overtime officers deployed across the City by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office in Operation Safe Streets.

Section 3.

Reimbursement of funds.
Upon completion of the mid-year budget review for fiscal year 2007-2008, projected budget surpluses for the fiscal year will be identified.  The first $3,000,000 in budget surplus available at the end of fiscal year 2007-2008 shall be automatically appropriated to the Emergency Reserve to reimburse the funds used for Operation Safe Streets overtime deployment appropriated by this ordinance. 
Section 3. 
Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The reason for the emergency is to fund crime prevention and get more police officers on the street in the fastest possible manner.
Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature. 

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  James R. McCain, Jr.
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